2015-2016 LOMIRA HIGH SCHOOL FORENSICS PROGRAM

Important Dates
Friday, December 11     
All categories and materials must be chosen, rough drafts 

       
 of speeches written and submitted to coach
December 14-23
       
 See a coach at least once before Christmas.

Saturday, February 13 
Beaver Dam Invite

Monday, February 22
Sub-District at Neenah (St. Mary’s Central)
Monday, February 29 
Conference Meet at Omro
Monday, March 14
District at Manitowoc Lincoln 
Friday, April 15

State contest at UW Madison campus 
Sunday, April 17

Forensics Awards and Parent Program 6pm in the Commons
WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL FORENSIC ASSOCIATION SPEECH CATEGORIES

1. DEMONSTRATION SPEAKING  -  Explains how to do something or how something works.  Objects or physical activity by the demonstrator must be exhibited.  Use of one 4x6 card is optional. Maximum time limit is 10 minutes, including set up and strike down.

2. EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING  -  Should provide a direct response to the question drawn.  The challenge to the speaker is to phrase a clear proposition and support it with contentions which are in turn supported with evidence and reasoning.  The participant may use resource material from any publication, but questions - supplied by the WHSFA State Office for every level - will be drawn from January, February, March, and April issues of  Newsweek,  Time, and US News and World Report.  Maximum  time limit is 7 minutes.  Use of one 4x6 card is optional.
3. FARRAGO  -  The challenge of "Farrago" is to select material from a variety of literary genre  (poetry, short stories, speeches, essays, drama, novels) which addresses a central specific theme or emotion and to interpret the material through oral presentation.  Quality material is expected.  A memorized introduction and transitions between the pieces of literature are required.  Maximum time limit is l0 minutes.

4. FOUR MINUTE SPEECH  -  The challenge of the speaker is to present well-developed material which has the primary intent of informing, although persuasive elements may be present.  A range of support materials and devices are to be used which can include quotations, statistics, examples, comparisons, and analogies.  Maximum time limit is 4 minutes.  The use of notes is optional on both sides of one 4x6 notecard

5. GROUP INTERPRETIVE READING  -  The challenge of this category is to present a literary script in such manner that the audience imagines action being described rather than witnessing it being performed.  Ideas are imagined through oral reading and not through acting.   2-5 readers participate and the maximum time limit is l2 minutes.  Gestures, facial expression, bodily movement and the handling of manuscripts are important visual aspects of this category.

6. MOMENTS IN HISTORY  -  The challenge to the speaker is to select a historical topic within the limits presented each year by WHSFA.  The chosen time period for this year is 1940s or 1450-1650 (student chooses one time period).

Speakers may use visual materials.  Maximum time limit is 6 minutes.  Use of one 4x6 card is optional.

7. ORATORY  -  The speech is expected to be thoroughly prepared, well composed, well expressed on a significant topic.  The oration must be unequivocally persuasive in its purpose.  Maximum time limit is 10 minutes. The use of both sides of one 4x6 note card is optional.
8. PLAY ACTING  -  An entry in this category is a presentation of a scene or cutting from a play by a group of two to five participants.  Lines are to be spoken from memory and participants are expected to move as they would in a fully produced play.  Costumes, props, sound, and lighting are not allowed.  Available tables and chairs may be used.  Maximum time limit is l2 minutes.

9. POETRY READING  -  In this category a student should select a poem or a group of poems centering on a specific theme or emotion.  Original material is allowed.  An introduction and any transitions necessary are to be written by the participant and are to be presented without the use of notes.  Maximum time limit is 8 minutes.

10. PROSE READING  -  A selection from prose literature, including short stories, cutting from novels, drama, essays or other non-fiction work centering on a specific theme or emotion is to be read.  Original material is allowed.  An introduction and any necessary transitions are to be written by the reader and memorized.  Maximum time limit is 8 minutes.

11. PUBLIC ADDRESS  -  The challenge to the speaker is to contribute to the public dialog on a contemporary issue by presenting a well-informed statement which is directly responsive to a question about that issue.  The speaker is to be knowledgeable and is to use quality support material to substantiate his/her position.  Maximum time limit is 8 minutes and the use of notes is optional.  The 2015-16 Topics are 1) To what extent, if any, is the defunding and privatization of state parks affecting resource management? 2) To what extent, if any, is reliance on technology affecting our ability to learn and retain knowledge? 3) To what extent, if any, does participation in youth sports affect mental and physical well-being? 4) To what extent, if any, is the media elevating racial tensions in the U.S.?
12. RADIO SPEAKING  -  The challenge to the speaker is to present a well-organized, clearly communicated newscast.  Source material provided at the contest of approximately l5-20 minutes in length is to be cut and edited with special efforts made to end right at 5 minutes.  At least one commercial is to be included within the time limits of the presentation.  The speaker will receive his source material one-half hour before the round begins.  The speaker must supply his own stop watch and equipment for cutting and editing.

13. SOLO ACTING  -   The material for this category shall be a cutting from serious or humorous drama or other literature adapted to the dramatic format with brief narrative transitions allowed.  The material may be a monologue or a selection which includes any number of characters.  Quality material must be used.  The presentation must be memorized.  Costumes, props, sound, lighting, and make-up are not allowed.  The use of a single stationary chair is allowed.  Maximum time limit is 8 minutes. 

14. SPECIAL OCCASION SPEECH  -  The challenge to the speaker is to make an appropriate presentation which responds to the constraints of the occasion.. In considering the "appropriateness" of the speaker's work, attention will be paid to the purpose the speaker chooses, the position taken, the content, organization and general stylistic "tone" and the manner of delivery.   Speakers may use visual materials but such materials must support--not dominate--the presentation.  Maximum time limit is 6 minutes and the use of one 4x6 notecard is optional.  The situations for Special Occasion for 2015-16:   1) A speech at a charity event   2) A speech to the United Nations   3) A speech at a self-help seminar   4) A political victory or concession speech
15. STORYTELLING  -  To tell a story is to chronicle events.  The burden of the storyteller is to chronicle those events in coherent, unified, and interesting manner.  The storyteller may use vocal variation and physical movement to suggest different characters and character relationships in order to make the story clearer and more interesting.  The storyteller must sit in a chair!  Maximum time limit is 8 minutes. Material for storytelling will be chosen by the student based on the topic areas announced by the State Office.  During the competitive season, 2015-16, a student will choose and rehearse one story for each of the topic areas   1) A story about a holiday  2) A Latin American story  3) A story about a quest   4) A story about a force of nature
