English 11










Ms. Litterick

Syllabus
Course Description: English 11 is a year-long course in American literature requiring a variety of reading assignments: novels, plays, short stories, essays and poetry. The course focus requires that you read not only for main ideas and details, but also for an understanding of the historical context, values and literary themes reflected in the literature. You will need to organize your time to read independently outside of class.

Writing: This course is a literature-based class with a focus on writing; therefore, students will complete a variety of writing tasks from the five writing modes: descriptive, creative, expository, narrative, and persuasive with a focus on analytical literary papers.  The course is weighted such that failure to complete any of the major analytical thesis papers will result in unsuccessful completion of the course.
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On-Going Study:  In addition to course readings, students will complete the following: 

· Independent vocabulary assignments each week. 

· Daily Practice including exercises in critical thinking, writing skills, grammar/punctuation, sentence revision and other skill building activities as determined by course content.
· Independent reading of a choice book each semester with required project/presentation.
Content (Overview):    Course Key Question: “What is an American?” (Crevecoeuer)
Believers:  “If you build it, [they] will come”

Content: Columbus, Smith, Jefferson, Paine, Franklin, Of Mice & Men, Lincoln, Fuller, Douglass, King.

Individuals: “Is this heaven? No, it’s [America]!”
Content:  Thoreau, Emerson, Whitman, Dickinson, Frost,  Maya Angelou I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Into the Wild

Dreamers: "Field of Dreams"  

Content: Selected essays & poetry, Fitzgerald's Gatsby,  William's Streetcar Named Desire, Miller’s Death of a Salesman, Selections from The Jungle/The Immigrants.

Critics:  “Ease [their] Pain” 

Content: Twain, Melville, Douglass/Tubman, TS Eliot, The Catcher in the Rye, Glass Menagerie, Selected poetry of Eliot, Hughes, Sandburg, Lowell, Nemerov, etc. Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five & short stories. 

Survivors “Go the Distance”  

Content: Humor writings, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Driving Ms. Daisy.
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Evaluation—Total Points Based on work in the following areas:
Formal Written Work

Unit Tests 
Projects, Daily Work, In-Class Writing, Vocabulary, Participation

Grading Scale
This course utilizes the grading scale in the LHS Student Handbook.

Class Rules/Procedures  
Noted on the back side of this sheet.

