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416 APPENDIX I

* Recognizing emotional manipulation: looking for false or exaggerated appeals

» Judging the writer’'s credibility: determining whether what a writer says
can be trusted

o Comparing and contrasting related readings: exploring likenesses and dif-
ferences between texts to understand them better

ANNOTATING

For each of these strategies, annotating directly on the page—underlining
key words, phrases, or sentences; writing comments or questions in the margins;
bracketing important sections of the text; connecting ideas with lines or arrows;
numbering related points in sequence; making note of anything that strikes you
as interesting, important, or questionable—is fundamental. (If writing on the
text itself is impossible or undesirable, you can annotate on a photocopy.)

Most readers annotate in layers, adding further annotations on second and
third readings. Annotations can be light or heavy, depending on the reader’s
purpose and the difficulty of the material. You will annotate some of the essays
in this book heavily to analyze the rhetorical features each writer uses as well as
to explore the writer’s ideas and your reactions to them. (Chapter 1 discusses
annotating in greater detail.)

For several of the strategies, you will need to build on and extend annotating
by taking inventory: analyzing and classifying your annotations, searching sys-
tematically for patterns in the text, and interpreting their significance. An inven-
tory is basically a list. When you take inventory, you make various kinds of lists
in order to find meaning in a text.

As you review your annotations on a particular reading, you may discover
that the language and ideas cluster in various ways.

Inventorying annotations is a three-step process:

1. Examine your annotations for patterns or repetitions of any kind, such as
recurring images or stylistic features, related words and phrases, similar
examples, or reliance on authorities.
. Try out different ways of grouping the items.

Consider what the patterns you have found suggest about the meaning or
writer’s rhetorical choices.

) The patterns you discover will depend on the kind of reading you are analyz-
ing and on the purpose of your analysis. (See Exploring the Significance of Fig-

urative Language and Looking for Patterns of Oppositions in this appendix for
examples of inventorying annotations.)

.,;a following selection has been annotated to demonstraté the kinds of
thinking and annotating required by the critical reading strategies we describe in

the rest of this catalog. As you read about each strategy, you will be referred
back to this annotated example.

hm
{
[

-
4

11 White
moderates block

progress

grder ve.

 justice

negative ve.

positive

. ends vs. means

treating others
like children

92 Tension
necessary for
progress

A CATALOG OF CRITICAL READING STRATEGIES

Martin Luther King, Jr.

M e e

AN ANNOTATED SAMPLE )
FROM “LETTER FROM BIRMINGHAM JAI

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) w:.m.p came to national :oaom in
1955, when he led a successful boycott against back-of-the-bus mwmm m_“wm
of African Americans in Montgomery, Alabama, ,.zzo_.n he i.mm w:: yol
of a Baptist church. He subsequently formed a national o_.meN»__oww .
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, that brought vm”om_v nz a
races from all over the country to the South Hw mm.E =.o=<._o M: <=§
racial integration. In 1963, King led demonstrations 1n w..:.:Em». wB:Em
were met with violence: a black church uz»m bombed, killing 9“.\0 e
girls. King was arrested and, while in ﬂ:mc?. in&w .Sn ?m.:%& brel
from Birmingham Jail” to answer Jocal n_nmmu.. m criticism. (The ncz_g.“ :
text of King’'s “Letter from Birmingham Jail 3.:9«8 c.q the clergy
men’s published criticism appears at the n.:a of this appendix.) el

The following brief reading selection is excerpted from the let nﬂdmn
annotated to illustrate some of the ways you can E.EQEm as .v.oc. _... 4
Since annotating is the first step for all critical _,om&:m.mqmnom_wm. in .M MM
catalog, these annotations are referred t0 58:«:9: .H:_m appen _W o
you own annotations in the right-hand margin. King _unm_:.m awm -
cussing his disappointment with the lack of support s..w _.nnm_<o. ,_.n.u_u..-
white moderates, such as the group of clergy who published their ¢rl
cism in the local newspaper.

| must confess that over the past few years | have been
gravely disappointed with the white moderate. _ have almost
reached the regrettable conclusion that .n_._m Negro’s _\.md.mm.m. ME_._,._-
bling block in his stride toward freedom] is not the White _n_ﬂm:.m
Counciler or the Ku Kiux Klanner, but the white moderate, who Is
more devoted to “order” than to justice; s_&o. .v_.&mqu a :ﬂuﬂﬁ
peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace i_..._n ns_m
the presence of justice; who constantly says: | agree with «Mﬂ “._ e
goal you seek, but | cannot agree with your an:om_m __.wnﬁ
action”; who gaternalisticallybelieves he can set the c_._._m_..mc__m or
another man's freedor; who lives by 2 mythical nﬁ.v.snmvn of time .u_._n_
who constantly advises the Negro t© wait for a "more n.oﬂd,__m:a:ﬂ
season.” Shallow understanding from people of good will is _.:om._ﬁ_w
frustrating than absolute misunderstanding m..o_._._ .ﬂmn.Em of ill ,_s_._‘
[Lukewarm acceptance is much more bewildering than outright
1m_m_n_“.._mws_..movma that the white moderate ,zo:_n_. understand that law
and order exist for the purpose of establishing justice and that when
they fail in this purpose they become the [dangerously structured
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= 420 APPENDIX 1
nizes this [vital urge that has engulfed the Negro community,] one
should readily understand why public demonstrations are taking
N v_mn.m. The Negro has many [pent-up resentments] and latent frus-
Why *he,"not  trations, and he must release them, So let him march; let him make

s -
Mm. = prayer pilgrimages to the city hall; let him go on freedom rides—and
p = try to understand why he must do so. If his repressed emotions are

hirm :.On released in nonviolent ways, they will seek expression through
R violence; this w::oﬂ ».nr-.mmn but a fact of history. So | have not said
L O et to my _umo.vqm Get rid of your discontent.” Rather, | have tried to
i say that this normal and healthy discontent can be [channeled into
the creative outlet of nonviolent direct action.] And now this

. approach is being termed extremist. e

19 Justifies But though | was initially disappointed at being categorized as an

ﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁ“m mx.n.m_.amn. as | continued to think about the matter | gradually
gained a measure of satisfaction from the label. Was not Jesus an
extremist for love: “Love your enemies, bless them that curse wom_l
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which ammv:m?__v“

Hebrew use you, and -

el anm..w:_.. nd persecute you. .<<mm :oﬂ@mn extremist for jus-
. tice: "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an

disciple everflowing stream.” Wi @ i

degpe, 0 2am.” Was not an extremist for the Christian
e .bm.m : "l bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” Was not
Eont B _._nﬁﬂav. an extremist: "Here | stand; | cannot do otherwise, so

i elp me God. ?a@.._ will stay in jail to the end of my

days before | make a butchery of my conscience.” And i
<colm> “This nation cannot survive half slave and haf ﬂ”ﬂwa _.H._a
g:ﬁo held these truths to be self-evident, that all
SDMMN . men are n_”mwnmn equal ... " [So the question is not whether we will
aration of  be extremists, but what kind of extremists we will be.] Will we be

freed slaves

Independence  extremists for hate or for lovel Will we be extremists for the
vﬁm.qum_.ﬁaon of injustice or for the extension of justice? In that dra-
matic scene on Calvary's hill three men were crucified. We must
never forget that all three were crucified for the same crime—the

s WHEMm __uh ,_Mxﬂ‘_mﬁw.mn._. 4..5_6 were extremists for immorality, and thus

dlccromiots 20N H w__. environment. The other,(Jesus Christ) was an

or g0 ove, truth and goodness, and there Y rose above his

ma<#0:=..m:ﬂ Perhaps the South, [the nation and the world are in
o dire need of creative extremists.]
| had hoped that the white moderate would see this need. Per-

Disappointed .
: s\:whws haps | was too optimistic; perhaps | expected too much, | suppose |
moderste should have realized that few members of the oppressor race can
critics; understand the deep groans and passionate yearnings of the

thanke oppressed race, and still fewer have the vision to see that [injustice
must be rooted out] by strong, persistent and determined action, |
am thankful, however, that some of our white brothers in the mor_m:
have grasped the meaning of this social revolution and nos_.:i.ma
Fmammwcmm to it. They are still all too few in quantity, but they are bj

in quality. Some—such as Ralph McGill, Lillian Smith, Harry mo_nm_..m.

supporters

A CATALOG OF CRITICAL READING STRATEGIES 421

James McBride Dabbs, Ann Braden and Sarah Patton Boyle—have
written about our struggle in eloquent and prophetic terms. Others
have marched with us down nameless streets of the South. They
have danguishedin filthy, roach-infested jails, suffering the abuse and
bruality of policemen who view them as “dirty nigger-lovers.” Unlike
so many of their moderate brothers and sisters, they have recog-
nized the urgency of the movement and sensed the need for power-
ful [“action” antidotes] to combat the [disease of segregation.]

Annotating

To annotate:
1. Mark the text using notations like these:
o circle words to be defined in the margin
+ underline key words and phrases
* bracket importance sentences and passages
« use lines or arrows to connect ideas or words

2. Write marginal comments like these:
 number and summarize each paragraph
* define unfamiliar words
« note responses and questions
« identify interesting writing strategies
* point out patterns
3. Layer additional markings on the text and comments in the margins as you
reread for different purposes.

PREVIEWING

Previewing enables readers to get a sense of what the text is about and how it
is organized before reading it closely. This simple critical reading strategy
includes seeing what you can learn from headnotes or other introductory materi-
al, skimming to get an overview of the content and organization, and identifying

the genre and rhetorical situation.

Learning from Headnotes

Many texts provide some introductory material to orient readers. Books often
have brief blurbs on the cover describing the content and author, as well as a
preface, an introduction, and a table of contents. Articles in professional and
academic journals usually provide some background information. Scientific
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424 APPENDIX 1

Previewing
To orient yourself before reading closely,

1. See what you can learn from headnotes or other introductory material.
2. Skim the text to get an overview of the content and organization.
3. Identify the genre and thetorical situation.

A CATALOG OF CRITICAL READING STRATEGIES
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N OUTLINING

Outlining is an especially helpful critical reading strategy for understanding
the content and structure of a reading. Quilining, which identifies the text’s
main ideas, may be part of the annotating process, or it may be done separately.
Writing an outline in the margins of the text as you read and annotate makes it
easier to find information later. Writing an outline on a separate piece of paper
gives you more space to work with and therefore usually includes more detail.

The key to outlining is distinguishing between the main ideas and the sup-
porting material such as reasons, examples, factual evidence, and explanations.
The main ideas form the backbone, which holds the various parts and pieces of
the text together. Outlining the main ideas helps you uncover this structure.

Making an outline, however, is not simple. The reader must exercise judg-
ment in deciding which are the most important ideas. Because importance is rel-
ative, different readers can make different—and equally reasonable—decisions
based on what interests them in the reading. Outlining may be further compli-
cated when readers use their own words rather than select words from the
text. Rephrasing can create a slight or significant shift in meaning or emphasis.
Reading is never a passive or neutral act; the process of outlining shows how
constructive reading can be.

You may make either a formal, multileveled outline with Roman (I, II) and
Arabic (1, 2) numerals together with capital and lowercase letters or an infor-
mal, scratch outline that lists the main idea of each paragraph. A formal outline
is harder to make and much more time consuming than a scratch outline. You
might choose to make a formal outline of a reading about which you are writing
an in-depth analysis or evaluation. For example, here is a formal outline a
student wrote for a paper evaluating the logic of the King excerpt. Notice that
the student uses Roman numerals for the main ideas or claims, capital letters for
the reasons, and Arabic numerals for supporting evidence and explanation.

I. The Negro'’s great stumbling block in his stride toward free-
dom is . . . the white moderate

A. Because the white moderate is more devoted to “order”
than to justice (paragraph 2)

I. Law and order should exist to establish justice
2. Likens law and order to dangerously structured dams
that block the flow of social progress

B. Becquse the white moderate prefers a negative peace
(absence of tension) to 2 positive peace (justice) (paragraph
2)
|. The tension already exists
2. It is not created by nonviolent direct action
3. Boil simile; Compares society that does not eliminate

injustice to a boil that hides its infections. Both can be
cured only by exposure.

C. Because even though the white moderate agrees with the
goals, he does not support the means to achieve them
(paragraph 3) .
|. Rebuts the argument that the means—nonviolent direct

action—are wrong because they precipitate violence
2. Analogy of the robbed man condemned because he had
money

3. Comparison with Socrates and Jesus

D. Because the white moderate paternalistically believes he can
set a timetable for another man's freedom (paragraph 4)
|. Rebuts the white moderate’s argument that Christianity

will cure man’s ills and man must wait patiently for that
to happen

2. Argues that time is neutral and that man must use time
creatively for constructive rather than destructive ends

Il Creative extremism is preferable to moderation
A. Classifies himself as a moderate (paragraphs 5-8)

. | stand between two forces: the white moderate's com-
placency and the Black Muslim’s rage

2. If nonviolent direct action were stopped, more violence,
not less, would result :

3. “Millions of Negroes will, out of frustration and despair,
seek solace and security in black-nationalist ideologies”
(paragraph 7)

4. Repressed emotions will be expressed—if not in nonvio-
lent ways, then through violence (paragraph 8)

B. Redefines himself as a “creative extremist” (paragraph 9)

|. Extremism for love, truth, and goodness is creative
extremism

2. |dentifies himself with creative extremists like Jesus,
Amos. Paul, Martin Luther, John Bunyan, Abraham Lin-
coln, and Thomas Jefferson ’

C. Not all white people are moderates, many are creative
extremists (paragraph 10)
1. Lists names of white writers
2. Refers to white activists
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A CATALOG OF CRITICAL READING STRATEGIES

program has raised tension in the South, but he explains that ten-
sion is necessary to bring about change. Furthermore, he argues that
tension already exists. But because it has been unexpressed, it is
unhealthy and potentially dangerous.

He defends his actions against the clergymen's criticisms, particu-
larly their argument that he is in too much of a hurry. Responding to
charges of extremism, King claims that he has actually prevented
racial violence by channeling the natural frustrations of oppressed
blacks into nonviolent protest. He asserts that extremism is pre-
cisely what is needed now—but it must be creative, rather than
destructive, extremism. He concludes by again expressing disap-
pointment with white moderates for not joining his effort as many
other whites have.

Summarizing

To restate briefly the main ideas in a text,
1. Make an outline.

2. Write a paragraph or more that presents the main ideas largely in your own
words. Use the outline as a guide, but reread parts of the original text as
necessary.

3. To make the summary coherent, fill in connections between ideas.

excerpt from “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”
the first.

PARAPHRASING

Paraphrasing, like summarizing, involves putting what you have read
into your own words. But unlike a summary, which is much briefer than the orig-
inal text, a paraphrase is at least as long as the ori ginal and often longer. Whereas
summarizing seeks to present the gist or essence of the reading and leave out
everything else, paraphrasing tries to be comprehensive and leave out nothing
that contributes to the meaning. (For more on summarizing, see pp. 427-428))

Paraphrasing works as a critical reading strategy for especially complex
and obscure passages. Because it requires a word-for-word or phrase-by-
phrase rewording of the original text, paraphrasing is too time consuming
and labor intensive to use on long texts. But it is perfect for making sure you
understand the important passages of a difficult reading. To paraphrase, you
need to work systematically through the text, looking up in a good college dic-
tionary many of the key words, even those you are somewhat familiar with. You
can quote the author’s words, but if you do, put quotation marks around them
and be sure to define them. You may also refer, as you do when you summarize,
to the author by name and use verbs like wrires, expresses, and argues to indi-
cate your understanding of the author’s purpose.

Em - 1 Hﬂ W v = ﬁ
mo—.__o_?-uﬁum are two mmmﬂ.m ~Hnﬁ *Hﬂmn S exce .—nﬂn TOM paragra .—_. two O.H :—ﬁ

INAL
ome ] had hoped that the white moderate would understand that law

and order exist for the purpose of establishing justice and n._m_”nn ,..H_H“
they fail in this purpose they become the dangerously mndn_ﬁu =
dams that block the flow of social progress. | had :Oﬁmm_ e
white moderate would understand that the present tension | e
South is a necassary phase of the transition from an n.v_u_..owao_._m : M_._mr
ative peace, in which the Negro passively accepted _.__a._.__.___._ma P _n_._m
to a substantive and positive peace, in which all men will respect
dignity and worth of human personality.

.
= King writes that he had hoped for more understanding from the

white moderate—specifically that he would recognize that _wi M_._wn_
order is not an end in itself but a means to the greater end of es -
lishing justice. When law and order .ao not serve this m_.__.,.mwﬁw oMm1H
they stand in the way of progress. King mxvmmamu. the imo n:_.a "
ate to recognize that the current tense situation in the Soutn is pa ‘
of a transition process that is necessary for progress. ..._._..m current
situation is bad because although there is peace, it is an .om:ox_ocmﬂ
and "negative” kind of peace based on black _.uoov_m passively mM.n_mw ww
ing the injustice of the status quo. A berter kind oH peace, m_._m a
wsubstantive,” real and not imaginary, as well as “positive requires
that all people, regardless of race, be valued.

If you compare the paraphrase to the o_.mm.wnmr you cusc see Em.H nHWo :ﬂﬂamwwﬂﬂmm
tries to remain true to the original by mnn_cm:nm m: the E..wo:bwﬂ infor "
ideas. It also tries to be neutral, to avoid inserting the Rmam_. s an._Eom_ L
torting the original writer’s ideas. But because ﬁmaﬁr_.mmp.nm Bn:qmmﬂmznnm 2y
different words and putting those words Smanumw. into different uwhwa ! Hmﬁnm
resulting paraphrase will be different from Em o:mﬁﬂ. The parap XD
the reader’s interpretation of the original text’s meaning.

QUESTIONING TO UNDERSTAND AND REMEMBER

As students, we are accustomed to teachers asking us questions about our read-

i i dto
ing. These questions are designed to help us understand a reading and respon

i k. When you need to understand Eﬁ use new
it more fully, and often they wo y e ations. DSing

information, however, it may be more beneficial if you w D
HEmmnmam%<o=om=ilan=mwn._o=mmmu5= read a text the first ime.
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431 APPENDIX 1

Contextualizing is a critical reading strategy that enables you to make inferences
about a reading selection’s historical and cultural context and to examine the
differences between its context and your own.

We can divide the process of contextualizing into two steps:

1. Reread the text to see how it represents the historical and cultural situa-
tion. Compare the way the text presents the situation with what you know
about the situation from other sources—such as what you’ve read in other
books and articles, what you have learned in school, what you have seen
on television and in the movies, what you have learned from talking to
people who might have been involved directly.

Write a few sentences, describing your understanding of what it was like
at that particular time and place. Note how the representation of the time and
place in the text differs in significant ways from the other representations
with which you are familiar.

2. Consider how much and in what ways the situation has changed. Write
another sentence or two, exploring the historical and cultural differences.

The excerpt from “Letter from Birmingham Jail” is a good example of a text
that benefits from being read contextually. If you knew nothing about the histo-
ry of slavery and segregation in the United States, if you had not heard of Martin
Luther King, Jr., or the civil rights movement, it would be very difficult to
understand the passion for justice and impatience with delay expressed in this
selection. Most Americans, however, have read about Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and the civil rights movement or have seen television histories like “Eyes on the
Prize” or films like Malcolm X.

Here is how one reader contextualized the exce

rpt from “Letter from Birm-
ingham Jail”: 5 ]

I. 1'am not old enough to remember what it was like in the early
1960s when Dr. King was leading marches and sit-ins, but | have
seen television documentaries of newsclips showing demonstrators
being attacked by dogs, doused by fire hoses, beaten and dragged by
helmeted police. Such images give me a sense of the violence,
and hatred that King was responding to.

The tension King writes about comes across in his writing. He
uses his anger and frustration creatively to inspire his critics. He also
threatens them, although he denies it. | saw a film on Malcolm X, so
I could see that King was giving white people a choice between his
nonviolent way and Malcolm's more confrontational way.

2. Things have certainly changed since the sixties. Legal segrega-
tion has ended. The term Negro is no longer used, but there still are
racists like the detective in the O. ). case. African Americans like
General Colin Powell are highly respected and powerful. The civil
rights movement is over. So when | read King, 'm reading history.

fear,
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But then again, police officers still beat a_m.-n_n men like .?M_:m&
King and extremists like Ice T still threaten violence. | don’t kno
who's playing Dr. King's role today (Jesse Jackson?).

Contextualizing

To contextualize,

. - . &
1. Describe the historical and cultural situation as itis nn_uﬂmm“aon in the rea
. ing selection and in other SOUTCES with which you are familiar.

5. Write about differences and the similarities you see.

REFLECTING ON CHALLENGES TO YOUR BELIEFS AND VALUES

The reading we do often challenges our attitudes, our Enmumnm”,__nm_w Hr%m_wm
beliefs, or our positions on current issues. We may mom_. anxious, :ﬂ“ ; mmnnan_v_
tui w&.. threatened or vulnerable; ashamed or .noE_umné. We may e

. o.a alert. When we experience these feelings as we read, we EEBn g
Mm.mm of ouq.umaonm_ or family values, religious cn_.nmm_.. race or € group,

ender, sexual orientation, social class, or _‘nmﬂonm_w nwvﬂ.._nnnnw ——
g %on. can grow intellectually, emotionally, and in social un ers g L
are willing (at least occasionally) to reflect on these n:mw_mm_mmm inste: <o mm..n !
resisting them. Learning to question your own M:MMJ_“E& assump

i is an important part of becoming a criuc nker.
mﬁ%:h”wmamw_mﬂmw%mﬁmwmao?nw marking the text where VME *mm_ﬁ Mwm_ﬁ__“wh_m.wmaﬁ

i . As you read a text ior
flecting on why you feel nrm:msmma.
M.HM@@MW.M% Hm“wmmn X in the margin at each point where you m.am_ a n_._mm_mw.wn .“M
woﬁ_mﬁEnnm. beliefs, or values. Make a brief note E:anﬂm%owﬂ %UHMMM M_._m:n Nmn.
that point or about what in the text seems {0 have CI&
Ma.rmw Wrm%mmumw you feel may be mild or strong. It may come wunncmuzz or only
occasionally. You may feel challenged by any of the following:

« an offensive word used by the writer or quoted from m.moﬁoo
« an example, description, action, or asserted fact that distorts or stercotypes
« an unsubstantiated, oversimplified, or self-serving idea in the text

Review the places you marked in the text where you felt n_._mw_onmmw mwmw mmaw

sider what connections you can make Eﬂoﬂm these Ewhwnw MMMHQMW %M Lo mm” ~
i h place. For example, you mig jec

2 pans iter’ t, resist nearly all of an authority’s

nly a limited part of a writer s argument, s
M_Mﬁw_. statements, or react to implied judgments about your own gender

ial class. . )
mooﬂhmﬁ about what you learn. Begin by mnmnnwsm briefly the part o__“nwwuﬂw MM
the text that make you feel challenged. Then wrte several sentences,
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436 APPENDIX 1

promised land of racial justice
vital urge engulfed
pent-up resentments

. 1 : .

rmal and healthy discontent can be channeled into the creative
outlet of nonviolent direct action

root out injustice

powerful action is an antidote
disease of segregation

Grouping Figures of Speech
Step 2 yielded three groups:

mﬁSn&.mmw_.mwu.. .
. noa_mma_mmmmm.unﬂwg.
. Fes; gegreg . is health
antidote; injustice is like a boil v the only
i camm_.maczq” tension is hidden; resentments are pent-up,
epr ; injusti .

' w_ essed; injustice must be rooted out; extremist groups w%._
pringing up; discontent can be channeled into a creative outlet

Blockage: forward movement is impeded by obstacles—the dam

stumbling block; human
stumbling ; progress never rolls i
inevitability; social progress should flow m‘ il

Exploring Patterns

Step 3 entailed about ten minutes of writin

groupe listed in gen o, g to explore the meaning of the

o .ﬂ___.._“m %.wn.nmﬂzm of Eom_ﬂmm and underground suggest a feeling

e tion. Inertia is 2 problem; movement forward to-

._._..m_.mummmm”mnmow“ upward toward the promised land is stalled

a strong need to break thr i ,

the passivity, the discontent e,
ot and to be creative, active, vital. Th

are probably King s feelings both about his attempt to lead _H._ﬂvo_”.mm_w

mﬂ_. m:mﬂﬂq{_m Qﬂ_-won 1strations N.:n_ _-_m m:c- t to wri Vi
.
_ te a con __._ﬂ_—..m

c:.“.m_._qm m___”__._ﬂ”"._m of n“«.___._u_..wnm being like 2 boil links the two patterns of
Smammﬁ__ﬂ w__._ sickness, .mcmwmmg;m something bad, a disease, is
ypags e ﬂmon eor _.._._m. society. The cure is to expose, to root out,

ocked hatred and injustice and release the tension or emotion

that has so long been re i
: pressed. This impli i
the evil, not simply what is repressed. WS R
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Exploring the Significance of Figurative Language

To understand how figurative language—metaphor, simile, and symbol—con-
tributes to the reading’s meaning, )
1. Annotate and then list all the figures of speech you find.
2. Group them and label each group.
3. Write to explore the meaning of the patterns you have found. |_

L

LOOKING FOR PATTERNS OF OPPOSITION

All texts contain voices of opposition. These voices may echo the views
and values of critical readers the writer anticipates or predecessors (o which
the writer is responding; they may even reflect the writer’s own conflicting
values. You may need to look closely for such a dialogue of opposing voices
within the text.

When we think of oppositions, we ordinarily think of polarities such as yes
and no, up and down, black and white, new and old. Some oppositions, however,
may be more subtle. The excerpt from “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (pp.
417-421) is rich in such oppositions: moderate versus extremist, order Versus
justice, direct action Versus passive acceptance, expression VErsus repression.
These oppositions are not accidental; and they form a significant pattern that
gives a critical reader important information about the essay.

A careful reading will show that one of the two terms in an opposition is
nearly always valued over the other. In the King passage, for example, extremist
is valued over moderate (paragraph 9). This preference for extremism is surpris-
ing. The critical reader should ask why, when white extremists like the Ku Klux
Klan have commitied so many oufrages against black southerners, King would
prefer extremism. If King is trying to convince his readers to accept his point of
view, why would he represent himself as an extremist? Moreover, why would a
clergyman advocate extremism instead of moderation?

By studying the pattern of oppositions you can answer these questions more
fully. You will see that King sets up this opposition to force his readers to exam-
ine their own values and realize that they are in fact misplaced. Instead of work-

ing toward justice, he says, those who support law and order maintain the unjust
status quo. Getting his readers to think of the white moderate as blocking rather
than facilitating peaceful change brings them to align themselves with King and
perhaps even embrace his strategy of nonviolent resistance.

Looking for patterns of oppositions is a four-step method of analysis:

1. Divide a piece of paper in half lengthwise by drawing a line down
the middle. In the left-hand column, list those words and phrases from the
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440 APPENDIX 1

would probably agree that public opinion needs to be changed, that
people need to be educated, but he would also argue that education
is not enough when people are being systematically deprived of
their legal rights. The very system of law that should protect peo-
ple was being used as a weapon against blacks in the South. The
only way to get something done is to shake people up, make
A them aware of the injustice they are allowing to continue. Seeing
their own police officers committing violence should make people

question their own values and begin to take action to right the
wrongs.

Looking for Patterns of Opposition

To look for and analyze the patterns of opposition in a reading,

1. Annotate the selection for oppositions, and list the pairs on a separate page.
2. Put an asterisk next to the word in each pair that is preferred in the selection.

3. Examine the pattern of preferred terms to discover the system of values the
pattern implies, and do the same for the unpreferred terms.

4. Write to analyze and evaluate these alternative systems of value.

EVALUATING THE LoGIC OF AN ARGUMENT

An argument has two essential parts: a claim and support. The claim asserts a
conclusion—an idea, an opinion, a judgment, or a point of view—that the writer
wants readers to accept. The support includes reasons (shared beliefs, assump-
tions, and values) and evidence (facts, examples, statistics, and authorities) that
give readers the basis for accepting the conclusion.

When you assess the logic of an argument, you are concerned about the pro-
cess of reasoning as well as the argument’s truthfulness. Three conditions must

be met for an argument to be considered logically acceptable—what we call the
ABC test:

A. The support must be appropriate to the claim.
B. All of the statements must be believable.

C. The argument must be consistent and complete.

A. Testing for Appropriateness A

If readers believe a writer’s reasoning to be appropriate, they see that all of
the evidence is relevant to the claim it supports. For example, if a writer claims
that children must be allowed certain legal rights, readers could readily accept as

41
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ropriate support quotations from Supreme Court .Eman”w aMmmMm_owﬂw QMM

”ﬂumﬁ question quotations from 2 Writer .Qm vhw%%. MMHMMM_._ rw be .w nnmE "
: iter's reasoning tha ) . :
n.o%__n_ M.”MM ngw.rwwmﬂamaﬁ but would almost certainly reject ncaumm_u_w ”Mb
e eeds for legal protection to the need for drivers to Observe traffic la .
e mmawm examples illustrate, appropriateness of support comes M._oﬂ _“_moH
i o uestion when the writer is invoking authority Or arguing _uunmum : M:N%wman
. le, in paragraph 3 of the excerpt, King argues by analogy and, g
g . authority: “Isn’t this like condemning Socrates _umn.mc -
time, invokes Bn&nﬂnﬂ. to truth and his philosophical inquiries mﬁnﬁ_wnﬂu -
Emiﬂﬂnwnwm ided populace in which they made him drink hemlock? Emwmo m
] M EMM judge the approprialeness of comparing the Q_.mnw uo% i
O __Mc of ._monqmﬁm to the white moderates’ condemnation O Mnmn
nomﬁ_na”mn mﬂmc must judge whether it is appropriate to accept mooﬂmmwmhmnw-
mn%uﬂ zon this subject. wnnmamm Socrates is generally Hnm.vnﬂnm for his teack
M_H_“a MM Mﬂmmnn. his words and actions are likely to be considered appropri
Ebrm*m M“.Mw m_.wcw anmw.”mzwma%w that if law and order fail to establish mﬂm%omm
“they nconmaw En. dangerously ma.:oEﬂﬂ dams that E@nﬂmhmn. MM“H “HH O
ss.” The analogy asserts the following Jogical relationsiip: it

P oa s toward justice what a dam 1s to water. If readers do not p “
s %% Bmﬂwu the argument fails the test of appropriateness. Em%um.aw H._am %:mw
M_Mcmcwmw considered a weak kind of argument because most ai ogie
ﬁmﬁmbnw@ﬁmmmwwwm& common flaws or fallacies in reasoning that cause an argu-
ment to fail the test of appropriateness:

« False analogy occurs when two cases are not sufficiently parallel to lead
readers to accept the claim. . ]
iters 1 ield
o False use of authority 0CCUIS when sﬁﬁﬁw _E_owm ummnxvnn” _—M Mwam?nu
beine discussed a person whose expertise or authority hes no
=
field but in another. ) -
- Non sequitur (Latin, meaning “it does not follow”) occurs when one state
ment is not logically connected to another. .
o Red herring occurs when 2 writer raises an irrelevant 155u€ to draw atten-
tion away from the ceniral issue.
i ing * i of
« Post hoc, ergo propter hoc (Latn. meaning “after this, Hwﬂnmwan“mHME.
" this”) occurs when the writer implies that because one event fo -
er, the first caused the second. Chronology is not the same as causality.

B. Testing for Believability

Believability is a measure of the degree to which readers are ,E:mmm ”_om#mnwmwﬁ
the assertions .mcwuoium the claim. Whereas some mmmnwumum are M MM“ zu.mu ncnm
! i in values, belels, an
d on the readers’ sharing certain Vailies, Imptio
ﬂ%mmun M_Mﬁ mﬂiﬁﬂ Readers who agree with the white moderate that maintaining

S CRED T

DT s £ Bl i




*92USPIAD pUR SUOSERl Surpoddns s, 3uTy
ue Koudisisuod ‘AuqiqeAsli=q ‘ssauaenidosdde 2y BunEN[BA3

dde 1oy sydesSered 3501 3j01M Juapms 9y, 1d120%3 A Ul
uopms U0 ST FUMOTI0]

ssauaja[dwod P

21 DV @ Suik]
swmSre s, Sury Jo d150] 3y} JO uOnEN[EAd USHLM S,

-JuswingIe Umo 19y

» SIY SploY I1LM 2 yorgm 0} JU0 S UEL) prepuels 1oysng & 01 juaumaIe
msoddo o SwIpoy SOAJOAUT UBYO I SPIEPUEIS juaIemp o1 SuIpIodde
>3pnf{ 2re s5UI ajqereduiod 210Ul 10 OM] usyM SINOJ0 PAUPUDIS ajgnod e
-sanisoddo rejod are 12 SIANBUISIE
000 Suruospal 0YNT o
-ansst 2 jo Awxajd
21n0sqO JusWINSIe U UM SIND00 UOUDIYIAUNISIIA0 ©
-yualun3Ie Ue Ul SISUIS
s o S9SN JOJLAm B USGM SINDD0 uonpooainby o
-o[qeISapun St ey} U0 *days 1¥oU B 01 A[qEiAaUl
se3] [im dos auo Sunye) Jelp SANSIE JALLM 3G uayMm $10000 2dojs KeaddiS o

3 K[uo 0) 9nssT Ay S3ONP3I I9MM O} UM ST

oD 9y} SIMUP 10 S

USIOIIIp OM) UT ULIS) JWE

:saroe[[ej SUIMO[]0}
n31e ue Jo AouNSISU0d A Sunen[ead uf
~sjuawmdre Sunioddns STy
sanb 07 Iopeal [BONLD B MO[[E S 3sned iy 01 J[qR[IBAR
njol pue JUMLEX3 O} S[IE] Sury] 18 308} 3 ‘APE[IUNS
- ydesSesed ul WSHANX3 Suruyapa: Apiordxa £q uonOIPENUO0D juaredde smp
aouodel 0) sidwane Sury] "90UA[OIA JO SIDI0F 3 O pasoddo 1STanXS Ue S JAIE]
pug ‘20uR[0lA pUE fousoejdmoo JO $I0I0] A1 UIRMIQ 27eI0pOW B SB 1814 J[AS
- SurzusoeEyd s Sury A101ipenuod Se pregar By opeal [EONUd V
Lpaimjal 10U 218 1By siuswnge Surseddo 10 suonoalqo
fue 2191 oIy AI01OIPEOUOD sjuomeyms Sunuoddns au JO Kue a1y se ‘ssau
~ajajdwoo pue AOUSISISUOD 10F 1591 0, "paSpapmouyoeun Sl juemmire Sursoddo
10 nono3fqo JueyIoduf Ou Jel pue cgymatalels 1910 2t Jo AuB S1oIpenuod SjuaL
-aye1s Suroddns 2t jo suoU Jeql ‘19132307 S3jIOM yoddns o [fe yeyp 2Ins g

ssauajojduio) pun Aouaysisuo) 10§ Buysay *)

a1y JO STEME 9q OS[E PINOYS nok “uaul

10 AouoroIns 2y uon
asinooal [ede] A1ea9 2]

.-an1y oq Aew,, 3 1By} UL Joped _anx A[ureLao,, st ey SUasse
pue wIre[o ay Ayrpenb 0} s[igj 1A1Lm 3 UYM SIN000 UOUDZIDAFUELIAQ o
‘saJuvIsul  SUIOS,,
suasse pue Wiep 3y Jo AMq
200 uotp2paauad Suldaams o
-ordurexo paje[ost ue

10 $158q 91 UO WIE[D B SHISSE ISIHM o UAYM SIND00 uoupiaua8 KISVH o
-1 103 poddus ou sapraoad 1nq

UITR[O B SMIISSE IRLIM I UM sI900 foo.d fo uzping a4yl 1d2020 01 BUIID o

01 JO PRSISHT S2OURISUL [[2,, 01 sarjdde 11 ye1p
-goydde a1 AJrenb 01 s{rej IoYM 3 ualjM S

114 STIOALVULS ONIaVIT IVDILIID A0 901TVLIVO V

N i by v

"Suruospa. 1omand st Ko
-[eJ JO pury SHJ JOJ SWEU JAYIOUY "WIE[d 3Y) JO AN[IqeASI[aq 3yl U0 wv.woaom
J1osu1 woddns oy Jo ANIQRASI[Sq Y} USYM SINI00 uoisanb ayr Surddag e

=3
~

JjuswnsIe ue jo AIiqe
ey} Suruosear Ut Saroe[[e] SUIMO[[O] 3 JO OH«B%B@M}M:M@MWM W.H%Mww.u%qs
*SISpES.
AIqIpa1o Jo 32189p YySIY B 9ARY O) UTRMID dIR SoInSy Omw_”.ﬁ._ .wmww_wuwwouﬁ
ujoour ayI[ sIopea] [edonrjod uBSLISUIY 03 OS] INq ISWNT PUE SOSI[ Y| SI9PE)
snorgiar 01 A[Uo J0U SI9JAI 1] ‘0dur)Sul 10y (Kessa oy 1noySnoIy; bvoumomou m@h
”_.SG:« sayo Bury] -o1doy 9 uo suadxa st wrayr 53doooe Iapeal Ayl IAYIYM o
K111q1pa40 1191 uo spuadop sepUoyIne Jo ANIqRASI[aq SYT, “9[qeAdI|aq aq Isnul
nq ‘1arres pauonusw se ‘sleudoidde oq jsnw ba.o 10U wosuoﬁzm yong "199f
-qns u9AI3 B U0 as1adxa saINGLIIE JILM Y} Woym o) o_aoom.o.a sauLoymy .
*JSIIANXa UE ST 9
syl uo puadop isnur Jusw3pnl Aue 1By “Buomm Jposu ut HmE:M ﬁwﬂwhwnwmmﬂo
uonsssse siy poddns sopdurexs 953y [, "3A0[ 4q vB«Z&E.Bw“Eu.bxo wo wo_aﬁmuw
SE SISO PUB ‘IAINT ‘[Ned ‘SNSIf 01 S19Ja1 Y ‘6 _._Qm.uwm.am _r ‘K[esIaAUO)) JuaUE
-anow Wsnpy S,peurueyny yelifg jo oidurexs oiroads o.E Sunio Aq pane
pUE SSOWIONIq AqQ PIJBANOUW SISTIIONXD 1SI[RUOTIRU Mwm_o. aw o._o..t. ey =o=mh
-[e3oua8 sty suoddns Sury ‘efdurexs 1oj ‘g ydeidered uf "A[eoneureIp ::om. o&
onwoa Suidunq oy Surueswr oy SuikJrepd 4q Sunum aAnEIIoWNSIE mnu&wcobm
I SIOpBDI S0UIAUOD JOU S20p djoposue Furddus 1o o_aﬁmxo PIAIA B JT U9AT (31
M_ MHE Moom wIsy) oyew s[rejap Je[nonyed Jayioym) bﬁ%um.n..n bc& pue Ao_n.a
5 m owoco mME pue 1eo1dA1 A[np o1e Aoy Jayioym) %w:u;.rS.Enw.EmE IIoY) uo
puadop sorduexa Jo Aiqeaaifeq oy, “wIre[d fe1suad a1y 1dsooe 0} Euﬁa.o._ L:2)
3]qeAar]aq se paydoooe Ji jey) seouelsutl re[norred are sa10poaup pue ,,.QEESAM _
S90INOS) SSOMOS Y} JO SSIUIYLIOMISNAL Y} vmwwomﬂuw ﬁwuﬁ_www%m”v Mmaw_:oam
pasn aq pnoys so[dures saneyuasaidar) erep Surz{[eue pue Suuayied _M s M -
o Jo Aovumaov ) “(;safueio o) pasedurod Juraq sapdde ohw.v elep ME mw Muw ”:
-papdwos oy uo spuadap sonsners Jo AJN[IqeAsl[aq 3y [, "elep [eoLownd Jo m.._w_a
-eyoidioyur AJuo A[Jeas are Aoy} Inq ‘[emIoe} 9q 0] PIWINSSE USLJO ore aozmwﬁw i
{OP 10U [[IM pUR [[IM UBOLSUIY UBDLL ou
Muﬂw MO[] jIrem Koy [[Im JoSuof yonur MOH wﬁoﬁo&ﬂﬁ“ﬂkf_h me um._:u.qw
.m.-.a HM_MMMMM_MMWMMMM wﬂw %Mob:«ﬂo& o uonsanb ySnu wow_.a SIH (8 .Eﬁw.
nsof [er [ gonul Jrem 10U [jiM UBOLIWY S«o_..ﬁw ap ®
10v] SB SUIsSe Jury] ‘adoue)sut 10§  ‘[re[ WeySuruIig wolj 1o : drooss
oy uy ‘(paseiqun pue parjenb oq w.?oﬁ moou.nowv moo.z.mum ”MA s
-3snuy 9U) pue ‘(s[reisp juepoduir MU0 jJou pinoys Aaty) %m:.mﬁ w.o %uw fireos
JuasardaIsmu JO 1I0ISIp JOU pInoys Woﬁv £oD4n20p 1O gty
-[IqBASI[3q 3], "onn a9 0} A[oAnoe{qo usao1d aq ues .Ha.Mu MHMM”MMW% oﬂoﬂ%ﬂﬂwﬁ«
*AIIQeASI[aq JO 1591 9
omoﬁ. Jo [re ind 1SnUI SIOpESY WIS B to&%n% uuoawc“w% MMMMM_%“MWMMEE
pue ‘sojdurexa hmouwuﬂmpm“ﬁo& Sunrosse asotp se :osw SIUQWIRIE)S .wo.ﬁm.vﬁ "
‘ssa1301d Surgooiq st 218IOPO!
1daooe 03 SutoS 10u axe s maEmmnﬂmm =ua6 wﬁﬁwwﬁﬂpw%ﬁﬁw waﬂovmﬂﬂ

I XIANAddVY oy




