444 APPENDIX 1

King writes both to the ministers who published the letter in the
Birmingham newspaper and also to the people of Birmingham. He
seems to want to justify his group’s actions. He challenges white
moderates, but he also tries to avoid antagonizing them. Given this
purpose and his readers, his supporting statements are generally
appropriate. He relies mainly on assertions of shared belief with his
readers and on memorable analogies. For example, he knows his
readers will accept assertions like “law and order exist for the pur-
pose of establishing justice™; it is good to be an extremist for “love,
truth, and goodness”; and progress is not inevitable, but results
from tireless work and creativity. His analogies seem appropriate
for his readers. For example, he compares injustice to a boil that
nonviolent action-must expose to the air if it is to be healed. Several
times, King invokes authorities (Socrates, Jesus, Amos, Paul, Luther,
Bunyan, Lincoln, Jefferson) his readers revere. Throughout his argu-
ment, King avoids fallacies of.inappropriateness.

Likewise, his support is believable in terms of the well-known
authorities he cites; the facts he asserts (for example, that racial ten-
sion results from injustice, not from nonviolent action); and the
examples he offers (such as his assertion that extremism is not in
itself wrong—as exemplified by Jesus, Paul, and Luther). If there is an
inconsistency in the argument, it is the contradiction between King's
portraits of himself both as a moderating force and as an “extremist
for love”; but his redefinition of extremism as a positive value for
any social change is central to the overall persuasiveness of his logi-
cal appeal to white moderates.

CHECKLIST

Evaluating the Logic of an Argument

To determine whether an argument makes sense, apply the ABC test:

1. Test for Appropriateness by checking to be sure that each piece of

evidence is clearly and directly related to the claim it is supposed to
support.

2. Test for Believability by deciding whether you can accept as true facts,
statistics, and the testimony of experts, and also whether you can accept
generalizations based on the examples given.

3. Test for Consistency and Completeness by ascertaining whether there are
any contradictions in the argument and also whether any important objec-
tions or opposing arguments have been ignored. =

4. Write a few sentences, exploring the appropriateness, believability, consis-
tency, and completeness of the argument.
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A CATALOG OF CRITICAL READING STRATEGIES

RECOGNIZING EMOTIONAL MANIPULATION

Writers often try to arouse emotions in readers—io excite their interest, make

ing i i ing to
them care, move them (o action. Although nothing is Wrong with appealing

i i gerated
readers’ emotions, it is wrong to manipulate readers with false or exaggeral

jonal appeals. o . . .mnn_
oammmum EWMM have connotations, associauons that enrich their meaning

i the word
oive words much of their emotional power. For nmm.::u_n. we amﬂnoa e vt
m“na.wﬁa_.% in naming this particular critical reading strategy e A
emotional response in readers like qo_“_“. No uo_._Mn iwﬂw Mou WM %.wE%ﬁ e n.mﬁnnw&-

wants to feel in control of his or her attitudes 1S,
ﬂ_qu:o in reading arguments: We want to be moE.EmmP not Bom_noa. levantrea-
; ;onal manipulation often works by distracting readers from ;
g § eep from being distracted, you will want to pay ¢ ose

d evidence. To ki eing 4 .
wwﬂwmwn as you read and try to distinguish between emotional appeals th

i ipulative or excessive.
d those that you consider manipu ive.
monwmﬁww_w Mumn look for and annotate evidence of the following kinds of emo-
tional appeals: . .
« Appeal 10 pity: attempting to arouse mwa_uﬂ..g. by telling hard-luck stories
or by excessive 0f inappropriate sentimentality . .
« Scare tactics: attempting to induce fear E m.mmnmmm through veiled or explt
it threats, alarming statistics, o m.._mEnEhm stories . .
o Demonizing opponents: making opponents look like devils by exaggerating
their faults
« Name calling: using load
ponents . o
« Guilt by association: lumping together everyone ,.zg might disagree with
the writer, no matter how extreme ot moderate their <.jo€m S
o Ad hominen argumenis: personal mnmnwm on o.%ouo:ﬁ, perhaps criticizing
their motives or ethics rather than refuting their arguments - ,
o Ridicule: using humor or contemnpt to downplay or discredit an opponent’s

argument N
« False flattery: praising readers to get them to accept the writer’s vi

If vou find appeals that you think might be manipulative, writing m_uc_“: them
can :.m:u you explore your response. Here is an m.ntEn om. ma._n student’s reac-
tion to the emotional appeal of «] etter from Birmingham Jail”:

ed words like fascist ot racist to discredit op-

As someone King would probably identify as a white moderate,
| can’t help reacting negatively to some of the language he uses
in this reading. For example, in the first paragraph, he mﬂﬂ:ma%
white moderates with members of the Ku Klux _A_m_._ even t ou j
he admits that white moderates were in favor of En_m_ equality an
justice. | guess this would fall under the category of guilt by associa-




up syew o3 sreadde 3y 1834 3U3 pUE ‘s3I0 puE m:mw—.S JIE
._._._E sasedwod 8y usym snodwod | B spunos os[e 3y w.ﬂ:Ou
_O. -auy 2q [ Bultpdians qugeaas wayp 39s Isnl Ued 3y | pasny
.10 3sn{ a1 ke 3nq Y3y aJe 3y IR 3EY3 S3A31[3G BY J1 SE S
padsau LpIM WSLR S1ERA 3Y ‘WAL M aq wdw a3y paiouue ;ou
Jsmew ou ‘sspmpe s@jdoad adueyd 03 Suidn saH .»_mcﬁﬂuc_m;
pue A|njaJe> pauoseaJ st eyl ases e Supjew Aq sispead sy .m,uc.u
-u02 O3 $9L1 Inq Jadwa1 siy 9s0| J,USAOP 3H quapyued piow vw«:w

-npa3 [[PM njaysnota quanpd 3%y splom asn p | ‘a3essed syl E_._w_».w E_“
jo uoissaadut Aus InOGE HjE2 01 3JaMm | §i Ing uUaLLAOW SIYSLE [IA]

ays uo swieiSoad uoisiAajE1 woy 3ury Inoqe Susyawos mowy |

(1gy-L1y "dd)
[re[ weySuruLLg Woij AN, woxj jdi0xa 3y UO paseq ‘gonsanb unmwu%m MM
o 2 st [ ot soop uosiad jo pury J|ym SHH
0) JoMSUE UE ST 213H (29 01 W3S Iomne B
SuiSpny (UONIS[AS ST JO U0} AR 37 )
ks i e A safpe aanduosap
: dsa1 U pUIL 0] SUIOD SIANOPE 3ANCL
O} :suonsanb 353t JO JARLR O 25U0 1 pur ot A
5 -Sunum 2 JO Suol A Yanoly I
JoAaTRUM 1SI[ ‘ouol 3y Ajnuept Of "SUbi :
pue uuﬁﬁm S Jo)UM 21 JBN[EAS O J[qE 3G P[ROYS noA ‘A[2Anisuss wn%m& Wm
‘Jopeal 3l vwmzpog pue 103[qns 3y} pIemo} pmnIe S JAHM a1y sAaA0d Mﬁwm -
’ JOU PALIAJUOD ST 2UOJ, U
ST 11 MOY UJim SE Pres ST Jeym (pim gonll 05 i
o e 25nes o1 Aem 2UQ
o jo auol Ay Aynuapl 01 St fupgipaln s Joyne S| I
pI[OS pue SUTUOSEI PUNOS qum—AITR] paBus|[eyd 318 Kayi 2ms 2q A Hnm:“mmww
.ﬁ.o:.muh are Ko i ‘Kem Kue Ul pRUOISIP U339 oary Koy Isgieym Iap!
pinoys nek .ﬁu“_._mmu..aﬂ a1e smata Sutsoddo 10 suonoalqo uag A 1uI0dmatA JIom
im seeIBe AU0AIRAR pusjerd pue $20UAIIP aioust oym asoyl JO snoroidsns
um._ -uomnido jo SaouIIP siqissod jeen sIolIM A0Q O uonuaye .awzu
-ed fed 01 JuRM 00K ‘I9pEal [2ONLD B SY -quuawnie Suisoddo pue WwsWNaIR
nem 01 suonoefgo apuey Lo moy Aq Ioereqd IRyl Aerdsip SITUM

ssaunip{ Joj Buiysaj

*sIopeal SIy Jiey
M punold UOWIIOD ping O fAmunuoddo 21 $ISSTU sury ,_._oEowp moMMuxu
E& sSenSue] Suisn Ag "USWOM pUE USW HOq 10 souaipne ue Aq u.hm._ %nu
pInoM 11 aiaym ‘Jadedsmau [ed0] 3 U poystgnd 2q 01 1 nuucqu.u.n. o&u_
o[l 0] Joya] SHf PassaIppe Sury] ySnoy[y (. S1eqo1q b._c,“ Loy : oqu
51,,) SedUSIRJRl IS0 puE sunouoid 2ufnNosEUl JO 38N SIY ._Mwuaom ums nﬂ
‘psu2ipne SIY PUE J[OSWIY UISMIS] SII10UOD palgys SUNsSe53nS mﬁ

-oxd sAmsnpoul oy Buisn Aq siepear qim punoiS UOUMLOD SN0 SUTH .

.w.ﬁu&u gons £q paloagie aq [Tim nok ‘1opeal B Y "S30UAIJIP J[qeucse:

JEPOUIIOD0E O} JUAWNFIE I3 Ul W00 ayew 0} A pue uoruido jo mouaubumwm
afpapmotnior A2 ‘[[B 9A0QY ‘swanya 001 Sureq woi] way deay 01 mEuﬁ.”. i
siap Agrenb Asgf '(Kayy) Wam) $IPN[OXd ULl IoTel () s10peSl JBY) SIpNoUl

Ly SAIDALVELS DNIAVIY TVDOLLI¥D 40 SOTIVLVD ¥

e o8en3ue] asn A3y ], ‘SOpMINE puUB ‘SJaI[aq ‘SIN[eA Paleys uo SUIUOSEaI JIap
Burseq £q st s1opeal JIAY) PIm pUNoIS UOUNUOD YSI[GRISI URD SIALM ABM JUQ)

punoiq uowwo) oy buisa)

-20ua10Ju0)) drysiapea| UBnSIIY)) WISHINOS 3Y) JO I9pea] pajdadsal
e pue K310 oyy jo Joquowr & Suraq UIOIJ SSUIOD JBYl AILIOINNEe oY) Wiy im
sSuuq Sury "prey 2y ur Ayuoyne pajoadsal B SI I91UM S ISyIaYm IUTULISIIP
0]1—3}I0M S JIM 2y} JO smalaal Aue ‘poreadde 1SIj UONOAAS dYI YOWYMm UT
woneorqnd a1 jo Anpiqesoadsal oy ‘suonesyienb [euoissajoid pue feuoneonpd
$ J9)1LIM JUI—S[BNHUSPAID JIYD OS[e Ued N0 & "193[qns 2y Inoqe Surkes oIe SISYI0
12UM 995 O} YOIEASAI JUIOS Op 0] PIUl ABUL NO A JUSLJNS SUIPUBISISPUN AU} pue
“3[qQRI[I SI0INOS S “SJRINIIE AIe SIOB] Y1 JASYM MO O] JI3sInoA 13afqns oy
uo padxs Apusoiygns aq Jou Kewl noA ‘1opeal [eonuUd € Sy SuIpuelsIapun I
3o pdop pue adoss 3y pue ‘UONBULIOJUI I0J UO A[oX A3} SIOINOS Y} ‘TeysTeus
Ko sousnels pue sjoej ) YSnoxy SpI[mouy 19Ul JBNSUOUISP SIS

abpaymouy 104 Buyysay

siuownge Sursoddo pue suonoalqo 03 Ajirey Sutpuodsar g «
sIopeal )Ix punois uowod Juip(mng Ag .
19[qns oy Jo aSpajmour] Ia) FUIMOYS A
sAem oM ur SunUM JI9U) UT AN[IGIPIID USI[EISD SIAUA “Suniim
oy ur pardull sjerfaq pue san[eA Jo wSAS a3 pue ‘ofenSue| ‘sjuownSre oy
ySnoxp ‘AposIipul apeul 9q ISNUI INq A[I9S1IP Speul 3q JoUUEd aFew1 Sy [, "3ousp
-[Juod SIopeal Itoy) UreS [[im Jey) Sunum JISY] UI SSA[ASUIDY] Jo aFewl ue jues
-axd 1snur s1yum ‘vonieindar Aq uoA?l Jo A[peuosiad way mouy Jou Keur sxopesr
asnedag WS 9A9M3q pue 1oadsal 0) srapear apensiad 01 An USPO SIALIM

ALITIAIATY) S ¥ILIY M FHL ONIOAN(

‘punoj nok speadde
Jo spuny o) Surkjnuapt pue sasuodsar mo£ Sunojdxa.saousjuss moj e UM T

"pasn Juraq sjeedde [euonoma asuss noA araym 1xa) ay) ut saoeyd sjejouuy [
‘aane[ndiuew Apirejun are sjeadde [eUOROWS JYJOYM SSISSE O],

uoyojndiuny jpuoijowy buiziuboroy

LSI'ITNOYHD

X WOl 9] SIsleUOnNEU YoB|q Sulsq SUCWIP 3yl YM—SuiZIUOWSp
Jo 9|durexs ue ospe A|qeqoid s1 siyj eseunySiu [ees SuusySy e,
SUSIBAILR BY UBYM SOIDE 3Jeds sasn 3y ‘Ajjeuly 2nsyowsind Suieq Joy
$9EISpOW Ym umop sand oy usym Sujjied aweu sasn os[e S “uon

I XIANAddY 9%y






