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AP English Language and Composition





Mrs. Litterick

Course Information

Course Description: Advanced Placement English is a year-long language and composition course designed to engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of prose in various historical periods and rhetorical modes and to provide students a variety of writing opportunities to explore and utilize the resources and power of language for a specific purpose. The course content and instruction mode is intended to prepare students not only for the rigors of collegiate academic study and the College Boards AP test in May, but also to be lifelong "students" of language as both a means and an end. 

Structure: Because AP English offers the possibility of earning college credit in high school, both the course content and instruction will be more challenging and will require that you, the student, be more intrinsically motivated, focused and independent as a learner to achieve course goals. Through the close reading of selected texts, frequent and varied writing tasks (including a number of research-based papers and projects), the study of contemporary use of language as a tool in the world around us, and the on-going development of individual voice/style, students can deepen their understanding of the impact of historical context and the various rhetorical modes (including narration, description, argument, causal analysis, etc.,) to become more effective readers, writers and "consumers" of language. Specific and focused AP test review and writing activities will allow students to prepare for the College Board test and to

demonstrate their developing skills. 

Instruction: My role as your instructor is to provide you with the materials, resources and opportunities to expand your knowledge of the resources of both the written and spoken language, allow you to analyze and actively employ literary techniques both verbally and in writing and to prepare you to take the AP exam in May. It is your job to make sure you complete all work on time, discuss your ideas/insight appropriately in class and in writing, prepare for tests, commit yourself to papers and, above all, take responsibility for your learning. This class is exactly what you make of it. 

[image: image1.wmf]Evaluation:  (Using the grading scale found in the  LHS Student Handbook)

40% Formal Written Work 

15% Unit Tests/Projects 

35% Practice Tests, In-Class Essays, Daily Work, Participation 

10% Weekly Style/Language Development Activities

*To determine 1st Quarter Grades, the scale above will be used to evaluate 80% of your 1st quarter grade with the remaining 20% based upon your completion/quality of summer work.

**A semester exam will be given for Semester 1, with the AP test serving as the 2nd Semester Exam.

Class Rules/Procedures: 

1. Late work on major papers or projects will drop 10% each day it is late and

  could result in a zero that cannot be made up. Late daily work may result in only  

  partial credit. Any work missed due to unexcused absences will receive a zero that can not

  be made up.

2. Major papers will be submitted using the program at www.turnitin.com . Cheating or

    plagiarism on any work  will result in a zero on the assignment and may not be made up.

3. Classroom procedures regarding tardiness, devices, absences and behavior are noted on the back of



 this sheet.
Major Course Texts:

50 Essays: A Portable Anthology by Samuel Cohen.

Voice Lessons: Classroom Activities to Teach Diction by Nancy Dean

Everything’s an Argument with Readings by Andrea Lunsford

Recommended Materials:

· College Ruled Paper/Notebook
· Colored Pencils/Highlighters

· Durable, Organizing Folder
· Your Favorite Pens/Pencils

· Tissues (for your tears—of joy of course()
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MS. LITTERICK

CLASS PROCEDURES

All students in this class will be successful if they attend regularly, participate, complete assignments and ask for help when needed.

KEYS TO SUCCESS:
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1.  COMPLETE ALL ASSIGNMENTS WHEN THEYARE DUE. You will receive no credit or only partial credit for late assignments. Assignments forgotten in lockers, at home, in your car, etc. are considered late.  Late vocabulary will not receive more than half credit. Thesis papers must be completed in order to pass the quarter and will drop one letter grade for each day they are late. Cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment.

2. ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE TURNED IN THE BASKET/STACKER IN THE CLASSROOM AT THE BEGINNING OF THE HOUR. Once I collect the assignments or get them out of the basket at the beginning of the hour any other submissions are considered LATE unless you have had direct permission to hand it at a later point and even then it must be handed into the class basket.

3. ATTEND CLASS REGULARLY AND ON TIME.  Learning takes place in this classroom everyday! You need to attend to succeed. Tardies accumulate and result in detentions. Unexcused absences result in zeros for work due/done the day of the absence.

3.  TAKE CARE OF MAKE-UP WORK FOLLOWING ABSENCES. This is YOUR responsibility.  You will have a unit or weekly day-by-day schedule indicating what happens in class each day. See me if you need clarification. If you are absent the day of a test or quiz, you will make that test/quiz up the beginning of class the day you return. Be prepared. 

4.  COME TO CLASS PREPARED AND READY TO PARTICIPATE. Bring a notebook/paper, pen/pencil and appropriate novel or textbook to class each day along with any assignments that are due. You will need to write something EVERY DAY in this class.

5.  DITCH THE DISTRACTIONS! Cell Phones, Ipods and any other media, device or item that is not being used as part of the teacher-determined educational experience will present a distraction and will be confiscated per LHS policy. Any use or visible presence of any unauthorized device during a quiz or testing period will result in a zero on the quiz/test.

6. HELP TO MAINTAIN THE APPEARANCE OF THIS CLASSROOM. Food and beverages may be allowed if they are not distracting or somehow interrupt the educational process.  Do not write on desks, books, wall, each other, etc. Keep your feet off of chairs, desks, etc. Do not sit on desk tops.
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6. ATTITUDE, ATTITUDE, ATTITUDE!  Life and, of course, this class is what you make it. Take an active role in the learning in this classroom and respect others and their rights. A positive attitude and positive behavior will create a more pleasant environment for all of us. And if we're happier, we're more likely to learn, have fun and SUCCEED!

2019-2020 AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION SYLLABUS

Part I Focus: Rhetoric

Introductions & Definitions: What is Rhetoric

Content: Course Description College Board AP Lang & Comp & Chapters 1-3 from Readings for Writers text w/ various selections highlighting rhetorical aspects of literature. 

Essential Questions: Why study language/writing? What is rhetoric? What constitutes a writer’s voice?

How do we determine tone?

Rhetorical Focus: Cumulative effect of aspects of language

Assignments: Article comparison, letter writing, text annotation, etc.

The Art of Narration

Content: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou. “Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell. The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston (selections), The Scarlet Letter (selections), etc. 

Essential Questions: What is narration? What does narration reveal about the author?

Technique Focus: 1st person narrative. Literary Voice. Style.

Assignments: Personal narrative about a childhood experience & Narrative creative writing—political figure.

Description: Painting with Words

Content: “A Worn Path by Eudora Welty,” “How it Feels to be Colored Me” by Zora Neale Hurston,

The Scarlet Letter by Hawthorne. Exploration journals by Columbus and other early American Explorers, etc.

Essential Questions: How do you paint a picture with words? What role does figurative language play in meaning? How can description affect meaning?

Technique Focus: Figurative Language, Connotation/Denotation.

Assignments: Observation journal and writing. Various in-class writings and a

Descriptive speech. Art Work Descriptive writing (subjective & objective view with synthesis). 

Process Analysis: How Do They Do That?

Content: Various “How to” writings including Douglass “Learning to Read and Write,” & Malcolm X

“Learning to Read “& Joan Didion “On Keeping a Notebook.” Selection from Shelley’s Frankenstein as

Creature awakens to his world. Humorous selection “How to Write Good.”

Essential Questions: How is language important in explaining a process? How do we remove bias from language in the name of clarity? Can we be objective?

Technique/Style Focus: Organization & Clarity.

Assignments: Technical Manual Analysis-- Varied writings on processes including work on the process of writing and analyzing how we write.

Illustration & Definition: Clarifying our Ideas

Content: “What is Style” by Lucas, “Ars Poetica” by MacLeish, “Cars” by Wilson, “Aren’t I a Woman” by Truth and Selections by Samuel Johnson, Jefferson, Machiavelli, Locke & Bacon amid others.

Essential Questions: Why do we define? What effect does the writer have on definition? Why is an image powerful?

Technique/Style Focus: Tone

Assignments: Definition Analysis Writing, “The Face of _______“ writing for value illustration.

Comparison/Contrast & Division: Everything in its Place

Content: Into the Wild by Krakauer, Selections from Thoreau, Mukherjee, Baldwin, Catton, poetry by

Hughes, Cinderella by Sexton and other contemporary selections.

Essential Questions: Why do seek difference? Why do we seek conformity? What value can be found in classifying or dividing?

Literary Technique Focus: Reflection: the voice of nostalgia and philosophy.

Assignments: Reflective escape narrative, good/evil writing.

Synthesis Application

Content: Rhetorical Modes Review & Analysis

Essential Questions: How does rhetorical mode affect writing? What modes do you prefer? Why? Where are the different modes used and why?

Assignment: Personal Writing Analysis paper on your semester long piece that has utilized the various rhetorical modes.
2019-2020 AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION SYLLABUS

Part II: Argument & Issues Study. Preparation for AP Test.

Introduction to Argument: 

Chapters 1-3 of “Everything’s an Argument” including various in-class writing and discussion in relation to chapter readings and content.

What is an American: Defining American Values and the American Character

Content: “What is an American?” (Selections from An American Farmer” by Crevecoeur, “The Colossus” by Lazarus, selections from Sinclair, Paine, Jefferson, Hawthorne, Thoreau, Emerson, Franklin’s The Autobiography. Everything’s an Argument Chapter 5-6 & Chapter 9 & Chapter 28 (Arguments Based on Values, Arguments Based on Character, Arguments of Definition).

Essential Questions: What defines the American character? What would you consider to be American values? How does culture affect values? Has the American character changed over time? How is the American portrayed in the media, literature, history, etc?

Assignments:  Various reflective journal writings. Visual imagery analysis writing and creation in small groups. Who/what is an American patriot synthesis essay: 
 The American “Other”: Race in America

Content: Selections from Douglass, Hughes, Chief Seattle, Chief Joseph, Silko, Steele, Cofer, Baldwin, Kogawa, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., Maya Angelou (Autobiographies), Hurston. Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Various contemporary articles—OJ Simpson, Rodney King case & the media, etc. Everything’s an Argument Chapter 4, 10, 14 & 27 (“Arguments from the Heart,” “Evaluations,” “Figurative Language and Argument,” “Languages & Identities”). Review of documentation information, Chapters 18-22 in Everything’s an Argument.

Essential Questions:  What role has race played in the definition of an American?  What is racism? How have oppressed groups worked to gain power? How successful has integration been? Is “equality” fair?

Assignments:  In-class analysis annotation of MKL’s “I Have a Dream Speech” and President Bush’s 9/11 speech with a follow up personal reflection. Documented research paper on the “racism” of Twain’s HuckFinn.

American “Beauty”: Gender and image in America

Content: The Life and Loves of a She-Devil by Weldon, “Cinderella” and other fairy tales, selections from Their Eyes Were Watching God, Essays of Margaret Fuller & other early American feminists. Short stories & selections by Kate Chopin. Selections from popular tabloids and magazines regarding beauty & image. The Dove beauty commercials. Everything’s an Argument Chapter 15, 23 (“Visual Arguments,” “Mirror, Mirror…Images and the Media”).

Essential Questions:  What is beauty? How is it defined by culture? What is the media’s connection to beauty? What is a stereotype? Is beauty a positive or negative quality?

Assignments:  Make a statement project: Gather 5 sources of current media (literature, TV, radio, billboards, etc.) that present a specific definition of beauty and create your own barrage of media that works against this definition. Personal Essay with title “What is an American Girl/Boy?”
Using Humor: Make Me Laugh Before I Cry

Content: Selections from Twain’s Essays & Huck Finn, Swift’s “A Modest Proposal,” modern humorists including Dave Barry, Paul Reiser, selections from Everything I Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, The Simpson’s TV sitcom, The Onion newspaper, etc.  Clips from various parody/humor movies/shows (Canadian Bacon, Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure, Saturday Night Live, etc.). Everything’s an Argument Chapter 3, 8, 12 (“Humorous Arguments,” “Structuring Arguments,”  “Proposals”).

Essential Questions:  What is the purpose of humor? How is it produced? How effective is humor as argument? Assignments:  Your own modest proposal in regard to a modern issue. Create Saturday Night Live episode, etc.

On-Going Study: 

· Daily Style Development exercises using Voice Lessons text and ideas.

· Conventions of Writing/Grammar/Punctuation—Frequent practice.

· Vocabulary Development: Weekly vocabulary study assignments and quizzes.

· Quotation & Image Discussion and Analysis Journal writing.

· Current Event Articles Analysis & Discussion

· Practice AP Language Multiple Choice Tests and Essays w/ focus on passage-based, open

              topic and synthesis-style writings.

