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Course Description

Content: Advanced Placement English is a year-long literature and composition course designed to engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of quality literature from various genres and periods to prepare them for the rigors of collegiate academic study and the College Board’s AP test in May. Through the close reading of selected texts, frequent and varied writing tasks and the on-going study of the classical backgrounds of the English language through vocabulary study, students can deepen their understanding of the impact of historical context, the significance of universal themes and the specific use of language to provide both meaning and pleasure. 

Structure: Because AP English offers the possibility of earning college credit in high school, both the course content and instruction will be more challenging and will require that you, the student, be more intrinsically motivated, focused and independent as a learner to achieve course goals. The course covers the various historical periods in British and American literature, involves advanced poetry study, specific AP test preparation/review and a literary research paper. A listing of major authors and works may be found on the course syllabus.
Instruction: My role as your instructor is to provide you with the materials, resources and opportunities to expand your knowledge of literature, allow you to analyze and actively employ literary techniques both verbally and in writing and to prepare you to take the AP exam in May. It is your job to make sure you complete all readings on time, discuss your ideas/insight appropriately in class and in writing, prepare for tests, commit yourself to papers and, above all, take responsibility for your learning. This class is exactly what you make of it.

Evaluation:

35% Formal Written Work

20% Unit Tests/Projects

35% Practice Tests, In-Class Essays, Daily Work, Participation

10% Weekly Vocab Exercises & Quizzes

Class Rules/Procedures:  

1. SHOW UP & BE PREPARED: Attend class regularly and punctually with assignments and materials in hand. It is your responsibility to ask for make-up work if you are absent and take care of it promptly. Tardies accumulate and result in detentions. Unexcused absences result in zeros.

2. GET IT DONE—ON TIME! Late work on major papers or projects will drop 10% each day it is late and could result in a zero that cannot be made up. Late daily work may result in only partial credit.

3. DO THE RIGHT THING! Cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment and may not be made up.

4. DITCH THE DISTRACTIONS! Cell Phones, Ipods and any other media, device or item that is not being used as part of the teacher-determined educational experience will present a distraction and will be confiscated and not returned until the end of the day minimum. Chronic issues will result in office involvement. Any use or visible presence of any unauthorized device during a quiz or testing period will result in a zero on the quiz/test.

5. WRAP UP SUMMER: Summer work comprises 20% of your 1st quarter grade. Any work not completed during the summer will receive reduced credit and must be completed by the end of the 1st quarter to receive any credit.   Your semester grade will be based on a combination of 1st quarter (determined by the 20/80 ratio above), 2nd quarter and semester final exam grades.

Major Class Texts:

England in Literature  Scott, Foresman and Company

English Words from Latin and Greek Elements by Donald M. Ayers

Literature Structure, Sound, and Sense by Arp & Johnson
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Syllabus
YEAR-LONG STUDY:  Vocabulary Building

Weekly lessons from English Words from Latin and Greek Elements. Complete exercises for Thursday. Quiz on Friday each week.  Daily Assigned Vocab Team Instruction with Quarter and Semester Test.
1ST SEMSTER: SURVEY OF BRITISH LITERATURE & THEMATIC UNITS
The Medieval Period
Content: Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales (selection), Beowulf
The Renaissance
     Content: Shakespeare’s MacBeth, Hamlet & selected sonnets, Spencer, Raleigh & Marlowe poetry.
The Age of Reason    
Content: Selections by Donne, Locke, Machiavelli, Johnson, Boswell, Pope, Milton, Dryden & Swift. Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, Jefferson, Paine
The Romantics/Transcendentalists

Content: Selections by Gray, Burns, Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Byron. Austen’s Pride & Prejudice, Shelley’s Frankenstein , Thoreau, Emerson, Whitman
The Victorians
Content:  Selections by Tennyson, Browning, Dickens, Bronte’s Jane Eyre,
The Twentieth Century & Thematic Units
The Darkness “Without”: Social Ills

Content: 1984 by George Orwell, Brave New World by Aldous Huxley & A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. Of Mice & Men by Steinbeck, Selections from Doublespeak: The Politics of Language. Various readings including Machiavelli, Samuel Johnson, Twain, Dickens, Thoreau and contemporary essays. Selected poetry by Blake, Wordsworth, Hughes, Angelou, etc. 

Essential Questions: Does absolute power corrupt absolutely?  Is democracy fair?  What determines a culture’s values?

The Darkness “Within”: The Individual

Content: Lord of the Flies by Golding, Heart of Darkness by Conrad, selections from Things Fall Apart, poetry selections from T.S. Eliot
Essential Questions: What is the basic nature of mankind? 

The Journey to “Self”: Searching for Your Place/Role

Content: Their Eyes Were Watching God by Hurston, The Catcher in the Rye by Salinger, Hamlet by Shakespeare, “Stopping by Woods” by Frost, selected poetry by Hughes, “Cinderella” by Sexton. Maya Angelou selections. “Foursome” by Ionesco. “The Guest” by Camus. “Regret” by Chopin.

Essential Questions: How is identity determined? What is justice?   

The “Reality” of Art: The Purpose and Complexities of Art & War

Content:  Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut. 

Prose/Poetry Purpose Selections: Housman’s “Terrence This is Stupid Stuff,” Macleish’s “Ars Poetica, ”Pope’s “Sound and Sense,” Dickinson’s “There is No Frigate….”  “War” Poetry: Owen’s“Dulce et Decorum Est,” Auden’s “The Unknown Citizen,” Lowell’s “Patterns” and various war experience poetry.

Essential Questions: What is art’s relationship to reality? Can war be justified?
The Romantic Vision: Human Potential & Transience

Content: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. The Great Gatsby by Fitzgerald, Poetry including Coleridge’s “Kubla Khan,” Shelley’s “Ozymandias,” & “Ode to the West Wind,” Keat’s Odes (Nightingale & Urn), Marvell’s “To His Coy Mistress,” and Donne’s “Valediction…” and sonnets.  Selected Frost & Wordsworth poetry and Shakespearean sonnets. Various essays including Emerson, Thomas Jefferson, Locke, Bacon, etc.

Essential Questions: Is there or should there be a limit to “human potential”? Individually or socially? 
2nd SEMSTER: ADVANCED POETRY STUDY, AP TEST PREP & LITERARY RESEARCH PAPER
Content: Selected poetry & readings found in Literature Structure, Sound & Sense & review of literature terms and previous works and a final research paper involving critical analysis of a chosen author’s work(s).
